
The Managing Drought in the Southern Plains webinar series 
helps SCIPP share tools, information,  and outlooks and connect 
with stakeholders across the region.  

NOAA Regional Integrated Sciences 
and Assessments Program (RISA)  

To learn more: OAR.CPO.RISA@NOAA.GOV  
or visit: CLIMATE.NOAA.GOV/RISA 

The network of nine RISA research teams around the country help build 
the capacity of those seeking to prepare for the impacts of climate 
variability and change. RISA teams work hand-in-hand with stakeholders 
and decision-makers to ensure that climate research and information is 
tailored to their needs. They advance knowledge on climate adaptation 
approaches and practices at local to regional scales.  
 

The RISA network is funded and managed by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Climate Program Office. 

RISA teams help ensure that regions are prepared to cope with hazards 
and extreme events through research and engagement activities.  
 

The sustained regional presence of RISA teams and their strong 
understanding of climate vulnerabilities and decision contexts enables 
teams to effectively support responses to extreme events such as 
CCRUN’s work after Hurricane Sandy in 2012, WWA’s response to the 
record 2013 flooding in Colorado, and recent and ongoing drought across 
the United States. 

Climate.NOAA.gov/RISA 

Supporting regional teams that help expand 
and build the nation’s capacity to prepare for 

and adapt to climate variability and change. 

RISAs help provide up-
to-date scientific 
information that is 
tailored to the decision 
context of stakeholders 
and partners through 
informational webinars, 
drought and climate 
outlook forums, and 
decision support tools.  

Building Relationships, Advancing 
Understanding, and Supporting Networks 

A member of the Pacific RISA team presents a draft 
framework on climate adaptation in American Samoan 
freshwater law and policy at a workshop in Pago Pago, 
American Samoa. (Photo Courtesy: Krista Jaspers) 

RISAs build long-term relationships across disciplines and sectors, supporting knowledge-to-action networks that 
bring people together to share information and co-produce knowledge to enable informed decision-making. Using a 
participatory modeling process, the Carolina’s RISA team (CISA) support multiple communities and local governments in 
developing community-led adaptation strategies, such as strategies to reduce vulnerability to sea level rise in Beaufort 
County, S.C. 

ACCAP partners with the National Weather Service on the 
Alaska Climate and Weather Highlights Tool. This 
online tool provides a user-friendly interface for 
stakeholders to access information on notable weather 
and climate events. 

RISA teams advance science policy and innovate services and tools to 
enhance the use of science in decision-making. Ongoing evaluation and 
regional assessments are a critical element of how RISAs operate, enabling 
adaptive learning and innovation.  

CIRC's Envision project is working with local 
policymakers and residents to develop information and 
tools to inform adaptation to coastal hazards in 
Tillamook County, OR. 
(Photo Courtesy: Pat Corcoran, Oregon Sea Grant) 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research  Climate Program Office  



Region served: Alaska 
Office: Fairbanks, AK | ACCAP.UAF.EDU 

Region served: NY, NJ, MA, PA 
Office: New York, NY | WWW.CCRUN.ORG 

Region served: WA, OR, ID, MT 
Office: Corvallis, OR | PNWCIRC.ORG 

Region served: NC, SC 
Office: Columbia, SC | WWW.CISA.SC.EDU 

Region served: AZ, NM 
Office: Tucson, AZ | CLIMAS.ARIZONA.EDU 

Region served: Great Lakes 
Office: Ann Arbor, MI | East Lansing, MI 
GLISA.UMICH.EDU 

Region served: HI, Pacific U.S. Territories 
Republic of Palau, Guam, American Samoa, Northern 
Marina Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, 
Marshall Islands 
Office: Honolulu, HI  
WWW.PACIFICRISA.ORG  

Region served: TX, OK, LA, AR, MS, TN 
Offices: Norman, OK | Baton Rouge, LA  
WWW.SOUTHERNCLIMATE.ORG 

Region served: CO, UT, WY 
Office: Boulder, CO | WWA.COLORADO.EDU 

Learn more about the NOAA 
RISA program by visiting: 
 

    CLIMATE.NOAA.GOV/RISA 
 

Contact:  
oar.cpo.risa@noaa.gov 
 

Follow the RISA teams on 
Twitter:  

bit.ly/RISAtwitter 

ALASKA CENTER FOR CLIMATE 
ASSESSMENT AND POLICY 

CONSORTIUM ON CLIMATE RISK IN 
THE URBAN NORTHEAST 

CLIMATE IMPACTS RESEARCH 
CONSORTIUM 

CAROLINAS INTEGRATED 
SCIENCES AND  ASSESSMENTS 

CLIMATE ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
SOUTHWEST 

PACIFIC RISA SOUTHERN CLIMATE IMPACTS 
PLANNING PROGRAM 

WESTERN WATER ASSESSMENT 
(WWA)  

GREAT LAKES INTEGRATED 
SCIENCES AND ASSESSMENTS 

Meet the NOAA RISA Teams 

Currently 
funded RISAs 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research  Climate Program Office  

Region served: Mid-Atlantic 
Offices: Washington DC | Baltimore, MD | 
                  State College, PA 

Mid-Atlantic RISA 
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