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NOAA Mission

NOAA's Mission: Science, Service and Stewardship:
1. To understand and predict changes in climate, weather, oceans and coasts;
2. To share that knowledge and information with others; and
3. To conserve and manage coastal and marine ecosystems and resources.
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NOAA’s Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Research (OAR)

Deliver NOAA’s Future

Conduct research to understand and 
predict the Earth system; develop 

technology to improve NOAA science, 
service, and stewardship; and 

transition the results so they are useful 
to society. 

VISION MISSION
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OAR 
Organizational Chart
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OAR Labs and Programs
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Climate Program Office (CPO)
• CPO advances understanding, modeling, prediction, and 

projection of the Earth’s atmosphere, ocean, land, and 
cryosphere as an integrated system

• CPO supports societally relevant and interdisciplinary 
climate science focused on adaptation to reduce 
vulnerability and risk

• CPO promotes public climate literacy and helps people 
find and use NOAA’s maps, data, and information 
services through managing and maintaining Climate.gov

• CPO is home to two interagency-driven Integrated 
Information Systems (NIDIS and NIHHIS) that are 
responsive to the increasing societal demand for climate 
information that is actionable, accessible, and equitable
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CPO Leadership
Dr. Wayne Higgins
CPO Director 
Dr. Higgins has served in this position since July 2013.  He 
also  serves as the Chair of the U.S. Global Change 
Research Programs Subcommittee on Global Change 
Research. Prior to this appointment, Dr. Higgins served as 
the Acting Director of the National Centers for Environmental 
Prediction in 2013 and as the Director of the Climate 
Prediction Center from 2007-2013, both within NOAA’s 
National Weather Service.

Ben DeAngelo
CPO Deputy Director
Served in this position since May 2017. Serves as NOAA 
Principal to USGCRP and Chair of Arctic Monitoring & 
Assessment Program under Arctic Council. Was climate 
advisor at White House Office of Science & Technology 
Policy and Deputy of USGCRP, 2015-2016. Worked at EPA 
1997-2015.
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OAR CIRCULAR NUMBER: 
216-3 establishes the authorities 
and responsibilities for 
managing regular and recurring 
science reviews.

NOAA NAO 216-115A establishes 
the principles, policies, and 
responsibilities by which Research 
and Development (R&D) 
throughout NOAA can be 
continually reviewed, evaluated 
and rebalanced in light of evolving 
mission needs.
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Strategic Documents
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Why Are You Here?
• OAR Laboratory and Program reviews are conducted every 5 

years. 

• Reviewers are charged to evaluate the quality, relevance, and 
performance of research.

• The review strategically positions the labs and programs in  
planning for future research and development. 

• The review intends to ensure that research is linked to the NOAA 
strategic plan, mission, and priorities.

11

http://www.noaa.gov/marine-aviation
http://www.noaa.gov/research
http://www.noaa.gov/satellites
http://www.noaa.gov/fisheries
http://www.noaa.gov/oceans-coasts
http://www.noaa.gov/weather
https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/


Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  //  

How Does OAR Define Success?
Three Evaluation Criteria:
1. Quality is a measure of the novelty, soundness, accuracy, and 

reproducibility of a specific body of research. Indicators include 
publications, technology development, data contributions, and awards.

2. Relevance is a measure of how well a specific body of research 
supports NOAA’s mission and the needs of users and the broader 
society.

3. Performance is a measure of effectiveness and efficiency.  It includes 
an assessment of the organization’s leadership, management, 
operations, workforce, organizational culture, strategic planning, 
progress towards performance targets and milestones, efficiency in 
resource utilization, and transition of research to operations.
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• Evaluate quality, relevance, and performance of research
• Develop and implement recommendations to make 

improvements
• Maintain consistency with NOAA strategic planning, budgeting & 

execution
• Assist labs and programs in strategically planning future science
• Identify common themes and priorities so that OAR can 

determine mechanisms, policies or actions to address 
corporately

How OAR Uses Reviews
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Thank You!
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